318,. Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 69 April1976 doxy and is one of the most interesting sections of the book. The last chapter consists of a series of graphic recordings which the reader is invited to interpret. The quality of the illustrations is high and most of the chapters are well documented with copious references. The index is comprehensive and altogether the book is a pleasure to read. It can be cordially recommended. Blackwell Scientific 1975 There has long been a need for a comprehensive work on pediatric gastroenterology and this book will therefore be welcomed, especially as it is edited by acknowledged experts in the field. They have themselves written almost half the text, notably the central five chapters on normal and abnormal digestive function in the small intestine, and have carefully chosen appropriate experts to contribute other sections. This is not a small volume, occupying as it does about six times the bulk of the gastroenterology section of the most ponderous textbook on general pediatrics. Even so, it cannot explore exhaustively every aspect of this large and rapidly expanding specialty. Rather, in some sections, the authors are content to review the literature, give a balanced account of current thinking, and suggest further reading with the help of a full bibliography.
The only serious deficiency, acknowledged by the editors in the preface, results from their failure to obtain the services of a suitable surgeon. The book would have been much strengthened by a surgical viewpoint in places but, for all that, should be required reading for every paediatric surgeon and must find a place on the bookshelf of every pediatrician.
DUNCAN FOREST
Histological Typing of Skin Tumours by R E J ten Seldam and E B Helwig International Histological Classification of Tumours No. 12 pp 87 illustrated Sw fr 106 (with accompanying set of 160 colour transparencies, Sw fr 240) Geneva: World Health Organization 1974 Any reviewer of the WHO series 'International Histological Classification of Tumours' must remember that the books represent a classification with coloured illustrations and not a textbook or a commentary with differential diagnoses. That said, this volume represents a valuable addition to an excellent series, the more so as it irtcludes also a partial classification of 'pseudotumours', hamartomas and precancerous conditions which cause difficulty both as tumour-like lesions and in terminology. It is a pity that the criteria for selection or omission of these are not more fully stated. I find the classification of sweat gland tumours unnecessarily complex; I also wonder whether pilar and epidermal cysts are so sharply separable in practice as to deserve separate identification and illustration, and whether one can really distinguish a blue from a cellular blue nevus. These are, however, minor quibbles from a non-dermatological pathologist who is by nature a 'lumper' rather than a 'splitter'. The illustrations are on the whole well reproduced, especially the notoriously difficult low power views; in occasional ones (26, 102, 116) 
